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DECISION ON PETITION 



This is a decision on the "PETITION FOR ACCEPTANCE OF AN OMITTED 
DRAWING UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.182 OR IN THE ALTERNATIVE FOR A NEW 
FILING DATE, filed March 3, 2004. Applicants petition that 
omitted Figure 3, submitted on petition, be accepted for 
inclusion with the above-referenced application . and the original 
date of submission of the application, September 30, 2003, be 
accorded as the filing date of the present application. 
Alternatively, applicants state that in the event that the 
present Petition is denied, it is respectively requested that 
enclosed Figure 3 be accepted for inclusion with the subject 
application and the date of submission of Figure 3 be assigned as 
the filing date of the subject application. 

Application papers in the above-identified application were 
deposited on September 23, 2002. However, on December 29, 2003, 
the Office of Initial Patent Examination mailed applicants a 
"Notice of Omitted Items in a Nonprovisional Application/ 7 
Applicants were thereby advised that the application had been 
accorded a filing date;' however, FIG. 3 described in the 
specification appeared to have been omitted from the application. 
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On petition, applicants also supplied the missing figures, along 
with a supplemental declaration referring to the figure; and the 
instant petition (and fee) under § 1.182. 



The petition is GRANTED to the extent indicated herein. 
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The application is being returned to the Office of Initial Patent 
Examination for further processing with a filing date of March 4, 
2004 , using the application papers deposited on September 30, 
2003 and the sheet of drawing, containing figure 3, supplied on 
March 4, 2 0 04. 

Telepho/r^i^nquiries related to this decision should be directed 
:o the /undeX^rT^^at (703) 305-0309. 
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